A  Wjshin^on  Letter  on  Americen  policy  in  the  Near  East 


Washin^rton  is  becoming  Cairo's  cornucopia.  In  the  last  fort¬ 
night: 

H  Cairo  reported  that  the  World  Bank  would  approve  a  $56 
million  loan  to  improve  the  Suez  Canal  this  month. 

^  Vance  Brand,  managing  director  of  the  Development  Loan 
Fund,  visited  Cairo,  Alexandria  and  Damascus  to  survey  seven 
projects  costing  $50  million. 

H  The  United  States  agreed  to  provide  surplus  wheat  and  barley, 
worth  $9,600,000,  to  the  UAR’s  northern  province,  Syria,  which 
always  rejected  American  aid,  because,  the  Syrian  premier  told 
parliament  in  1961,  “We  are  not  ready  to  sell  our  liberty  for  a 
few  coins.” 

Thus,  the  UAR  is  scheduled  to  be  the  largest  single  beneficiary 
of  American  economic  assistance  in  the  Near  East  in  the  current 
fiscal  year.  , 

What  accounts  for  the  spectacular  reversal  ?  / 

Washington  unfroze  Egyptian  assets  and  resumed  aid  onl^ 
after  the  UAR  agreed  to  pay  $81  million  to  compensate  the  stock- 
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Ranauh  Surrandan.  The  Renault 
Automobile  Co.  has  presented  docu¬ 
mentary  evidence  to  the  Arab  League 
Boycott  Office  Aga^t  Israel  to  prove 
cessation  of  its  business  connections  in 
Israel.  Renault  gave  the  documents  to 
the  Lebanese  Embassy  in  Paris  and  re¬ 
quested  that  its  name  be  removed  from 
the  Arab  blacklist 

The  question  now  arises  —  will 
Renault  enlarge  its  market  as  a  result 
of  the  capitulation  to  Arab  pressure — 
or  will  it  lose  business  in  Free  World 
countries  where  the  illegal  Arab  boycott 
is  resented? 

Meanwhile,  there  has  been  no  dis¬ 
ruption  of  friendly  relations  between 
Israel  and  France.  Israel  voted  with  the 
United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom 
at  the  UN,  upholding  France’s  ri^t  to 
test  atom  bombs  in  the  Sahara  Desert 
And  the  Zim  Israel  Navigation  Co.  has 
ordered  a  10,000  gross-ton  passenger 
liner  from  a  French  ship-building  fim 
for  its  Mediterranean  service. 

Cairo  Aiuwon.  Iraq  Premier  Kas- 
sem’s  latest  endorsement  of  the  “fertile 
crescent”  plan  uniting  Iraq  with  Syria 
and  Jordan  has  enraged  Cairo. 

On  Nov.  17,  Cairo  Radio  claimed 
that  Kassem’s  statements  have  re¬ 
vealed  his  “mental  deficiency”  aiKl 
termed  his  words  “the  balderdash  of 
a  madman.” 

And,  on  Nov.  18,  Cairo  Radio  com¬ 
mented: 

“Kassem  expressed  his  dream  of 
annexing  S^pa  to  Iraq,  the  very  plan 
which  Nuri  al-Said  and  imperialism 
spent  many  years  trying  to  bring  to 
light;  the  pre-revohjtionary  statesmen 
were  tried  for  betraying  their  country 
and  Arabism  with  this  plan.” 

Nevertheless,  Cairo  is  obviously 
troubled  by  the  “fertile  crescent”  propa¬ 
ganda  and  its  effect  on  Syria,  iw 
Nasser  is  busily  appeasing  hk  Syrian 
region.  Viceroy  Field  Marshal  Amer 
has  had  to  strengthen  Syria’s  economic 
life.  Most  Syi^  grumbling  comes 
from  Ba’ath  Socialists,  who  engineered 
(Turn  the  page) 


holders  for  the  nationalization  of  the  Suez  Canal. 

Bank,  the  negotiator  and  fiscal  agent  in  that  transaction,  at  that 
time  promised  to  help  the  UAR  plan  the  canal  improvement.  Since 
then,  the  UAR  has  made  the  first  two  payments  to  the  stockholders. 
The  third  installment,  amounting  to  $11,486,000,  is  due  on  Jan.  1. 
Wall  Street  investors  point  out  that  our  liberal  policy  encourages — 
literally  enables — ^the  UAR  to  meet  its  debt  to  foreign  investors. 
American  concern  to  protect  foreign  investment  and  our  generosity 
to  those  who  pay  for  what  they  seize  provide  a  salutary  object 
lesson  for  other  Middle  East  dictators  who  may  be  eyeing  America’^ 
huge  oilinyestments  in  their  region. — ^ 

But  dictators  not  be  ennobled,  glamonzed — and  subsidized 
— ^|>ecause  they  pay  their  bills.  And,  as  important  as  America’s 


— Ereedom-of  tlie  seas  lias  ttl86l)een  a  major  tenet  of  our  policy, 
and,  regrettably.  President  Nasser  has  not  renounced  his  Suez  block¬ 
ade.  In  the  light  of  President  Eisenhower’s  1957  pledge  and  the 
Bank’s  own  statesmanlike  record  in  the  Sudan-UAR  and  India\ 
Pakistan  water  settlements,  it  is  difiScult  to  understand  how  the 
Bank  can  help  widen  the  Suez  without  a  firm  commitment  from 
the  UAR  that  it  will  be  open  to  the  shipping  of  all. 

But,  it  is  argued,  we  must  encourage  Nasser  because  his  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  USSR  have  cooled  and  he  is  closer  to  the  neutralism 
he  has  professed.  Is  this  a  real  change  in  policy?  Or  is  it  a  change 
in  tone  and  tactics  induced  by  his  need  for  dollars?  In  truth, 
despite  Nasser’s  internal  conflict  with  the  Communists,  Nasser 
gets  massive  economic  and  military  aid  from  the  Soviet  bloc. 
He  has  njji^subm^filies,  five  destroyers,  40 Jd-  50  torpedu  bgatsr 
y)niargi0MKjTi!^neir^''‘~l^'aduAl^  Westeim  economic  aid  helps 
Nasser  pa^  fOT  Cuihmunist  weapons.  Moscow  and  Washington 
now  have  joined  in  partnership  to  share  Nasser’s  burdens.  Nasser 


Tragic  Deadlock 


The  UN’s  special  political  committee 
has  been  debating  the  future  of  the 
Arab  refugees. 

Many  delegations  are  absent:  Some 
because  they  do  not  contribute  to 
UNRWA — the  United  Nations  Relief 
and  Works  Agency;  others  because  the 
discussion  evades  the  future,  clashes 
vainly  over  the  past. 

The  ten-year  life  of  UNRWA  ex¬ 
pires  next  June.  Last  year.  Congress 
opposed  an  automatic  extension  because 
there  was  no  visible  progress  towards 
resettlement.  All  the  money  Congress 
votes — about  $25  million  a  year — goes 
for  maintenance. 

Our  UN  delegation  called  for  a  new 
study,  but  Arab  delegations  were  op¬ 
posed.  It  was  finally  left  to  Secretary 
General  Dag  Hammarskjold  to  submit 
a  report. 

The  Secretary  General  submitted  a 
study  showing  how  the  income  from  oil 
and  other  capital  investments  could  de¬ 
velop  the  region  and  reintegrate  the 
refugees. 

Arab  leaders  attacked  the  Ham¬ 
marskjold  report  as  heresy,  insisting 
that  the  Arab  refugees  must  be  settled 
only  in  Israel.  A  leading  Arab  propa¬ 
gandist  told  the  American  Friends  of 
the  Middle  East  in  Washington  last 
month  that  the  United  States  must  re¬ 
pudiate  the  Hammarskjold  report  in  its 
entirety. 

Ahmad  Shukairy,  Saudi  Arabian  del- 
~  gate,  informed  the  UN  on  Nov.  1 1 : 

“We  must,  therefore,  warn  the  As¬ 
sembly  not  only  against  meddling  with 
Arab  affairs,  but  also  against  any  at¬ 
tempt  to  link  the  question  of  Arab  ref¬ 
ugees  and  the  Arab  economic  develc^ 
ment.  It  is  Israel,  and  Israel  alone 
who  should  fully  and  squarely  shoulder 
responsibility.” 

Hussein  Jamil,  Iraq  delegate,  on 
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the  merger  with  Egypt,  but  who  would 
think  twice  if  they  had  to  do  it  again. 


Arab  Bon.  Cairo  Radio  has  branded 
“Satchmo”  Armstrong,  famous  Ameri¬ 
can  jazz  musician,  as  “a  spy  for  Israel.” 
Commented  “Satchmo,”  “I  speak  many 
languages  except  Greek  a^  it’s  all 
Greek  to  me.” 

Lebanon  has  banned  any  further 
Armstrong  concerts  since  he  and  his 
troupe  have  visited  Israel. 

Other  celebrities  are  also  on  the 
blacklist  Susan  Hayward,  Eddie  Fisher, 
Danny  Kaye,  Elizabeth  Taylor,  Carroll 
Baker,  Manlyn  Monroe  have  received 
Arab  “Oscars.”  They  are  now  “persona 
non  grata”  in  Arab  OHmtries.  And 
Radio  London,  Oct  28,  reported  that 


Jordan  is  barring  Billy  Graham,  well- 
known  evangelist,  because  “he  carried 
out  propaganda  activities  and  raised 
money  tor  Israel.” 

On  Nov.  23,  a  Canadian  M.P.,  Leon 
Chrestohl,  was  refused  entry  to  the 
Old  City  of  Jerusalem  because  of  his 
Jewish  faith.  Chrestohl  was  in  a  visit¬ 
ing  parliamentary  delegation. 

UNEF  Raport.  Rep.  James  G.  Fulton 
(R-Pa.),  U.S.  delegate  to  the  United 
Nations,  announced  on  Nov.  24  the 
United  States  will  contribute  $9  million 
to  the  UN  Emergency  Forces’  1960 
budget  Rep.  Fulton’s  statement  fol¬ 
low^  the  General  Assembly’s  approval 
of  the  Hammarskjold  UNEF  report 

In  Briof.  Great  Britain  and  the  UAR 
have  restored  diplomatic  relations  sev¬ 
ered  in  die  1956  Suez  crisis. 


France’s  oil  pipeline  in  the  Sahara, 
from  Hassi-Messaoud  field  to  Bougie 
on  the  Mediterranean,  will  be  dedicated 
this  week.  Another  line  will  carry  oil 
from  the  Mediterranean  to  projected 
refineries  in  Strasbourg  and  IGirlsruhe. 

Seven  Jews  were  arrested  in  Beirut 
Lebanon,  on  charges  of  illegal  contact 
with  Israel.  And  four  Syrian  Jews 
were  sentenced  to  lengthy  prison  terms 
by  a  Damascus  mUitaiy  court  for 
aUegedly  trying  to  flee  to  Israel. 

Quro  hiu  a  new  “best  seller.” 
Hitler’s  Mein  Kampf,  published  in 
Cairo  and  advertised  as  a  “reminder  of 
Hitler’s  fight  against  Communism,” 
sold  out  its  first  coition  of  1,000  copies 
within  two  days  of  publication. 

Final  officii  election  results  in  Israel 
reduced  Mapai’s  Knesset  representation 
from  48  to  47;  increas<Kl  Achdut 
Avodah’s  fpom  seven  to  eight 


Nov.  19,  said  he  could  not  accept  the 
integration  of  refugees  into  the  eco¬ 
nomic  life  of  any  other  country  other 
than  their  own,  “because  this  is  con¬ 
trary  to  their  clear  and  unmistakable 
desire.  The  proposal  to  settle  the 
Palestine- Arab  refugees  within  the  Arab 
states  is  the  beginning  of  the  road  lead¬ 
ing  to  liquidation  of  their  problem.” 

Neither  Saudi  Arabia  nor  Iraq — 
both  oil-rich  states — has  any  Arab  ref¬ 
ugees. 

The  Arabs  insist  that  all  the  refugees 
are  entitled  to  choose  either  repatriation 
to  Israel  or  compensation  for  their  prop¬ 
erty. 

They  cite  a  UN  Resolution  adopted 
at  Paris  in  1948.  |  . 

Article  11  declared:  1/ 

“The  General  Assembly  .  .  .  rey  ' 
solves  that  the  refugees  wishing  tr 
return  to  their  homes  and  live  at 
peace  with  their  neighbors  should 
be  pennitted  to  do  so  at  the  earliest 
practicable  date,  and  that  compen¬ 
sation  should  be  paid  for  the  prop¬ 
erty  of  those  choosing  not  to  return 
and  for  loss  of  or  dama^  to  prop¬ 
erty  which,  under  principles  of  in¬ 
ternational  law  or  in  equity,  should 
be  made  ^ood  by  the  Governments 
or  authorities  responsible.” 

But  they  quote  only  part  of  the  Res¬ 
olution. 

The  main  section,  left  unmentioned, 
created  the  Palestine  Conciliation  Com¬ 
mission  (the  PCC)  and  “called  upon 
the  governments  and  the  authorities 
concerned  to  seek  agreement  by  nego¬ 
tiations  conducted  with  a  view  to  the 


final  settlement  of  all  questions  out¬ 
standing  between  them.” 

All  the  Arab  delegations  voted 
against  that  Resolution,  which  they  now 
invoke  in  part,  because  they  opposed 
negotiations.  The  PCC  labored  18 
months  in  Lausanne  to  promote  a  settle¬ 
ment  but  finally  gave  up.  The  Arabs 
would  not  meet  the  Israelis. 

Tha  Situation  Today.  The  Israelis  in¬ 
sist  that  the  1948  Resolution  did  not 
give  Arab  refugees  an  unqualified  right 
to  choose  between  compensation  or  ro> 
Ipatriation.  It  applied  to  Arabs  “wish¬ 
ing  to  live  at  peace.”  Since  the  Arabs 
IpiU  persist  in  their  war  against  Israel, 
Israelis  contend  that  few  Arab  ref- 
^ees  could  become  loyal  and  peaceful 
citizens  of  :  srael  after  1 1  years  of  anti- 
Israel  indoi  :trination. 

The  Israt  lis  have  offered  to  pay  com¬ 
pensation  f(  >r  aba^oned  Arab  property. 
In  1949k  li  rael  offered  to  take  in  100, 
000  Arak  r  :fug^.  The  Arabs  rejected 
the  prop«tl/  Since  then,  Israel  has 
permitted  the  return  of  Arabs  to  re¬ 
unite  families.  In  1952,  Israel  accepted 
responsibility  for  27,674  Arab  refugees 
who  resided  there  and  who  were 
UNRWA’s  charge  until  then.  (Israel 
now  has  more  than  200,0(X)  Arabs.) 

Later,  Israel  released  the  blocked 
bank  accounts  of  the  refugees. 

Whether  Israel  would  still  accept  any 
substantial  number  of  refugees  is  con¬ 
jecture.  But,  if  they  renewed  their  of¬ 
fer,  Israelis  would  doubtless  ask  for  sim- 
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Some  American  diplomats  argue  that 
the  Arab  proposal  to  utilize  the  PCXD 
should  be  tested  because  they  believe 
the  Arabs  show  more  moderation  and 
restraint  this  year  but  cannot  publicly 
retreat  fr(Mn  past  positions  because  of 
public  opinion  back  home. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Arab  pro¬ 
posal  distorts  the  origi^  1948  Resolu¬ 
tion  because  it  deals  only  with  the 
refugee  problem  and  ignores  the  major 
purpose:  the  mandate  to  work  for  a 
settlement  of  all  issues.  In  that  sense, 
the  proposal  is  a  retreat  for  the  UN. 

On  Nov.  29,  Prime  Minister  David 
Ben-Gurion  of  Israel  again  declared 
Israel  ready  to  discuss  the  refugee  prob¬ 
lem  independently  of  an  overall  Arab- 
Israel  peace  settlement.  But  he  said 
Israel  opposed  the  Commission’s  re¬ 
vival.  He  suggested  that  such  talks 
could  be  held  between  Israel  and  the 
Arab  states  directly,  or  between  Israel 
and  a  representative  of  the  Arab  states. 

In  19S2,  the  United  States  and  other 
Western  UN  delegations  supported  a 
resolution  calling  for  direct  Arab-Israel 
negotiations.  Some  delegations  think 
that  the  time  may  have  come  to  insist 
on  this  positive  and  direct  procedure, 
instead  of  taking  refuge  in  face-saving 
gestures,  which  will  raise  false  hopes, 
produce  no  concrete  results. 

Fraud  on  Rations.  Meanwhile,  Con¬ 
gressional  attention  has  focused  on 
glaring  irregularities  in  relief  rolls 
which  have  been  padded  because 
UNRWA  has  been  unable  to  take  a 
census.  The  number  on  the  relief 
rolls — now  exceeding  one  million — 
has  expanded  in  11  years,  partly  be¬ 
cause  of  the  high  birth  rate  and  partly 
because  no  names  are  ever  removed. 
Many  who  have  never  lived  in  Israel 
I  are  classified  as  refugees  on  grounds 
>that  they  were  economically  dislocated 
the  1948  fighting.  But  more  than 
i|m,000  Arab  children  bom  to  refugee 
nmilies  since  19S1  have  not  been 
flowed  rations,  it  is  claimed,  because 
if  UNRWA’s  inability  to  purge  the 


ilar  action  from  the  Arab  states.  Other¬ 
wise,  the  high  birth  rate  in  the  camps 
would  soon  replace  those  repatriated  to 
Israel  and  the  problem  would  be  back 
where  it  began. 

In  the  current  UN  debate,  the  U.S. 
delegation,  unwilling  to  risk  new  rebuff 
and  rebuke,  has  declined  to  make  any 
proposals.  But,  it  has  indicated  it  will 
not  vote  to  extend  UNRWA  without 
a  positive  advance. 

Ravival  of  PCC.  Arab  delegations 
have  suggested  proposals  to  reactivate 
the  PCC — not  to  bring  the  parties  to¬ 
gether  in  peace  negotiations  —  but 
merely  to  implement  Article  11  of  the 
1948  Resolution — that  is  to  press  Israel 
to  accept  repatriation. 

The  PCC  now  consists  of  the  United 
States,  France  and  Turkey.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  Commission  be  en¬ 
larged,  presumably  to  permit  represen¬ 
tation  from  the  ^viet  bloc  as  well  as 
from  the  Afro-Asian  nations. 

The  United  States  may  support  the 
proposal  to  revive  the  PCC  and  even 
agree  to  a  change  in  its  membership, 
except  that  it  would  oppose  a  place 
for  the  Soviet  bloc,  which  has  never 
contributed  a  ruble  to  the  UNRWA 
budget. 


Comment 


liat  i  inAteatcU  tu  accc|>taiK«  ia 
tJj«  true*  1 


Editorializing  on  the  Arab  refugee 
dilemma,  the  New  York  Herald  Trib¬ 
une,  Nov.  13,  described  the  UN  debate 
as  marked  by  the  bitterness  that  usually 
accompanies  discussion  of  Arab-Israel 
problems. 

“And  yet  each  periodic  revival  of  the 
question  and  each  periodic  renewal  of 
the  subsidy  heightens  the  feeling  that 
this  problem  cannot  be  permitted  to 
drag  on  to  the  end  of  time  . . .  The  great 
need  is  to  put  them  to  work,  leading 
useful,  productive  lives.  The  great 
question  is  where?  .  .  .  The  likelihood 
that  many  will  return  to  Israel  growk 
ever  dimmer.  Not  unreasonably,  the^ 
Israelis  would  regard  any  large-scale 
influx  as  a  threat  to  their  safety  and  j 
security  .  .  .  And  the  Arab  refusal  to 
tolerate  consideration  of  any  plan 
whereby  the  refugees  would  be  reset¬ 
tled  in  Arab  lands  makes  their  plight 
all  the  more  depressing  . . . 

“It  is  the  near-by  Arab  nations  which 
offer  the  space,  the  needs  and  the  ties  . 
of  brotherhood  that  meet  the  refugees’ \ 
requirements.  And  it  is  increasingly 
evident  that  the  problem  must  finally 
be  solved  on  a  humanitarian  and  not  a 
political  basis.” 

The  world  press,  too,  has  discussed 
this  subject.  From  the  Nieuw  Utrechts 
Dagblad  {Utrecht,  The  Netherlands), 
Oct.  15,  comes  this  statement: 

“It  is  a  widely  recognized  principle 
that,  wherever  possible,  assistance  to 
people  ought  to  have  the  character  of  a 
contribution  towards  the  opening  of 
new  opportunities  in  life.  If  this  yard¬ 
stick  is  applied  to  the  case  of  the  Arab 
refugees,  we  must  conclude  that  the 
many  millions  spent  for  these  refugees 
have  been  badly  invested.  .  .  .  This 
money  .  .  .  has  made  it  possible  for  the 
governments  of  the  Arab  countries  to 
refrain  from  every  activity  which  might 
have  brought  the  refugee  problem 
closer  to  a  solution.  They  prefer  to 
leave  the  refugees  where  they  are  and 
how  they  are:  a  rebellious  rabble  and 
proletariat  and  a  standing  accusation 
against  the  nearby  and  hated  Israel . . . 

“But  this  is  not  the  aim  of  the  as¬ 
sistance  which  the  United  Nations  pro¬ 
vides  ...  A  solution  must  be  found; 
the  continuation  of  the  present  situa¬ 
tion  is  unacceptable  from  a  humani¬ 
tarian  point  of  view  and  undesirable 
from  a  political  viewptdnt.  Inevitably, 
the  consequences  must  be  drawn  from 
the  developments  since  1948.  Nobody 
has  ever  succeeded  in  turning  back  the 
wheels  of  history.” 
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In  an  interview  published  in  the 
Middle  East  Forum,  October  1959, 
Haj  Amin  al-Husseini,  the  ex-Grand 
Mufti  of  Palestine,  who  once  collabor¬ 
ated  with  Adolf  Hitler  in  Berlin  on 
the  "solution”  of  the  Jewish  question, 
presented  his  views  on  the  future  of 
the  Arab  refugees.  His  solution: 

“We  must  not  allow  the  resettle-  j 
ment  of  the  refugees  in  any  land  L 
other  than  their  country  of  origin.”  | 
When  asked  if  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  implementation  of  the  UN  Parti¬ 
tion  Resolution,  al-Husseini,  the  former 
leader  of  the  Arab  Higher  Committee, 
exploded  the  myth  that  the  Arabs 
wanted  nothing  more  than  the  imple¬ 
mentation  of  UN  resolutions. 

“The  Palestine  Arabs  rejected 
the  Partition  Resolution  and  fought 
against  its  implementation.  They 
still  maintain  this  position  and  in¬ 
sist  on  restoring  Palestine  as  part  j 
of  the  Arab  nation.”  / 

Where  did  he  think  the  Jews  of  Is^ 
rael  could  go?  Husseini  answered: 

‘They  could  go  anywhere.  Al¬ 
ready  there  are  5,000,000  in  the 
United  States,  which  has  the  re-  / 
sources  and  space  to  take  more.  ^ 
The  Americans  like  them  and  they 
like  the  Americans,  so  I  don’t  see 
why  they  should  not  have  their  own  j 
state  there.”  | 


After  visiting  Jordan  refugee  camps. 
Senators  Albert  Gore  (D-Tenn.)  and 
Gale  W.  McGee  (D-Wyo.)  charged 
that  the  refugee  program  as  presently 
operating  there  is  “immoral,  dishonest 
and  unfair.”  They  quote  UNRWA 
officials  estimating  that  150,000  ration 
cards  are  unjustifiably  or  fraudulently 
used.  Ration  cards  .are  sold,  rented, 
pledged  for  loans  and  credit  One 
official  said  that  61  out  of  145  ration 
recipients  were  found  to  be  ineligible 
in  a  spot  check.  Some  high-salaried 
Jordanians  working  for  the  U.  S. 
embassy  hold  ration  cards.  The  sena¬ 
tors  blamed  Jordan  for  obstructing  the 
census.  They  point  out  that  Jordan 
(Turn  the  page) 


Who  Gets  U.S.  Aid 

Americuis  who  go  into  the  Near  East 
invariably  are  assailed  with  the  accu¬ 
sation  t^t  the  United  States  favors 
Israd  at  the  expense  of  the  Arabs  and 
provides  Israel  with  economic  assistance 
far  exceeding  that  allocated  to  the 
Arabs. 

Many,  unaware  of  the  history  of  the 
Arab-Israel  conflict,  accept  the  charges 
without  challenge.  Others,  disposed 
towards  diplomacy,  sympathetically 
concur.  But  Rep.  George  A.  Kasem, 
a  California  Democrat,  strongly  defend¬ 
ed  American  policy  when  be  met  the 
Arab  press  in  Beirut  last  Nov.  25. 
What  makes  the  incident  newsworthy  is 
that  Kasem  is  of  Lebanese  descent 

Kasem  told  the  press  that  the  United 
States  wants  peace  in  the  Middle  East 
and  has  no  special  interest  there.  He 
said  that  criticism  of  U.S.  support  of 
Israel  is  “very  unfair”  because,  he  re¬ 
called,  many  states  had  supported  the 
UN  resolution  recommending  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  both  an  Arab  and  a  Jew¬ 
ish  state  in  Palestine. 

The  son  of  an  Arab  immigrant. 

Tragic  Deadlock  (continued) 
needs  reforestation,  reclamation,  roads, 
reservoirs  and  that  there  must  be  an 
early  transition  to  a  works  program. 

This  is  but  one  of  UNRWA’s  prob¬ 
lems.  Its  annual  report  shows  that  the 
UN  agency  has  many  time  and  money- 
wasting  conflicts  with  the  Arab  states: 

f  Egypt  still  refuses  to  recognize 
UNRWA’s  international  status  in  the 
Gaza  strip. 

H  There  have  been:  interference  with 
personnel  and  routine  relief  opera¬ 
tions;  costly  restrictions  on  the  move¬ 
ment  of  supplies;  failure  to  afford  im¬ 
munity  from  legal  process  or  exemption 
from  taxes. 

K  The  total  sum  now  owing  to 
UNRWA  on  outstanding  claims 
exceeds  $1  million. 

H  The  host  governments  refuse  to  co¬ 
operate  in  work  projects. 

H  Some  skilled  and  educated  reiL'ftees 
have  found  work  in  Arab  states.  Most 
of  those  placed  last  year  were  teachers 
hired  by  Bahrein,  Kuwait,  Qatar, 
Saudi  Arabia  and  Sudan.  But  many 
qualified  persons  still  cannot  break 
away  from  the  camps.  The  UAR 
won’t  allow  any  refugees  to  leave  Gaza 
or  its  Syrian  province. 

• 

After  11  years,  the  Arab  refugees 
remain  prisoners  of  the  Arab  war 
against  Israel.  Little  progress  can  be 
made  until  world  statesmen  can  liberate 
both  the  refugees  and  themselves  from 
the  propaganda  which  swirb  about  the 
issue  and  which  holds  them  all  captive. 


Kasem  counselled  the  Arabs  to  omioem 
themselves  with  raising  living  standards 
rather  than  with  hostility  to  Israel;  and 
when  he  was  asked  why  the  United 
States  gave  Israel  financial  assistance, 
he  pointed  out  that  our  government 
sui^rts  Lebanon,  Jordan  and  many 
ot^r  countries,  as  well  as  Israel. 

Jordan  Is  Mofor  Dopondont 

Last  month,  the  ICA  published  its 
report  for  the  1959  fiscal  year.  Here 
are  the  figures  for  the  Arab  League 
States. 

U.S.  AID 

(in  millions) 


Arab 

League 

States 

Jordan 

W*  Ouv4 
(in  lIon«7 
and  Food) 

$63.2 

WtUuntd  W0  8old 
(Ropnyable  (Snrplni 
in  lo^  Foods  for 
enrroney)  loeal 

enrroner) 

$1.2 

Morocco 

48.5 

Tunisia 

29.8 

8.6 

Libya 

26.2 

5. 

Sudan 

20.8 

10. 

Lebanon 

14.5 

UAR 

11. 

$48.3 

Yemen  6.5 

Iraq  1.5 

[In  addition,  the  United  States  pro¬ 
vided  $23  million  of  the  $31  million 
spent  for  the  Arab  refugees.  On  the 
basis  of  the  existing  population  distribu¬ 
tion,  it  is  estimated  that  $12.6  went  to 
Jordan,  $5.3  went  to  the  UAR,  $2.8 
went  to  Lebanon  and  $2.3  went  to 
Syria.  On  top  of  this,  an  undisclosed 
sum  went  for  military  bases  in  Moroc¬ 
co,  Libya  and  Saudi  Arabia  and  for 
military  aid  in  Jordan  and  Lebanon.] 

In  1951  and  1952,  aid  to  Israel  ex¬ 
ceeded  Arab  allocations  because  the 
Arab  states  did  not  want  American  aid 
or  could  not  make  effective  use  of  it 
Israel,  meanwhile,  was  absorbing  large 
numbers  of  Jewish  refugees  from  the 
displaced  persons  camps  and  from  the 
Arab  countries  and  North  Africa. 

In  recent  years,  grant-aid  to  Israel 
has  declined  sharply. 

In  1959,  Israel  received  $10.9  mil¬ 
lion  in  special  assistance  and  technical 
aid.  She  borrowed  $5  million  from 
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the  Development  Loan  Fund  and  pur¬ 
chased  $38.3  millions  of  surplus  foods, 
using  Israel  currency  for  payment 

There  has  been  a  rise  in  the  aid 
program  for  Morocco,  Tunisia  and  Lib¬ 
ya,  all  Arab  states  in  Africa,  where  the 
United  States  has  been  trying  to  pre¬ 
serve  friendship  and  maintain  military 
bases. 

In  the  fiscal  year  just  ended,  the 
desert  kingdom  of  Jordan  secured  in 
excess  of  $75  million  from  the  U.S. 
treasury— or  about  $50  for  every  man, 
woman  and  child — the  largest  per  cap¬ 
ita  aid  allotment  to  any  country. 

Jordan  is  a  critical  problem.  The 
United  States  is  now  spending  twice  as 
much  as  the  British  did  when  they  un¬ 
derwrote  that  country,  and  the  per 
capita  grant  from  the  United  States 
is  almost  as  large  as  the  income  of  the  j 
average  Jordanian.  Most  of  the  U.S.| 
money  supports  Jordan’s  government 
Inasmuch  as  61  percent  of  the  Jordan 
budget  goes  for  the  army,  most  of  our  i 
so-called  “economic”  aid  is  actually 
used  for  the  military. 

In  the  current  fiscal  year,  the  UAR 
may  receive  more  defilars  than  Jordan. 

Other  Nations 

Here  is  how  other  countries  in  the 


area  fared: 

(in  millions) 

j 

Baghdad 

W»  Oav0 

W*Lcan*4 

iSuridua 

Pact 

Countries 

food  \ 
Salto 

Turkey 

$104.4 

$25.4 

SM.T 

Pakistan 

101.4 

83.7 

85.^ 

1 

Iran 

9.6 

47.5 

Sooth  Asian  Countries 

1 

India 

25.1 

100. 

238.8| 

Afghanistan 

28.8 

I 

Ceylon 

5.3 

1.6 

14.7 

Nepal 

2.5 

African  Countries 

Ethiopia 

9.1 

Liberia 

2.9 

3.1 

Guinea 

2.1 

Ghana 

1.5 

Somalia 

1. 

■  2. 

Economic  aid  to  the  Near  East  r 
sharply  in  the  last  fiscal  year  fro 
$192  million  to  $330  million. 


